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Nathan Billings and the Wellsville Redemption Center
Nathan Billings has grown as an individual through various services at Allegany Arc. Mr. Billings has been receiving services since he was six years old and is now working at the Wellsville Redemption Center where he loves his job. His mother explained that he really enjoys getting up and going to work and is ready to take care of business when he gets there. “He knows what he has to do, and he goes and does it,” continued his mother.
For years, Mr. Billings’ parents have been impressed with the quality in the comprehensive services offered to their son. The number of services Mr. Billings receives benefit him on a daily basis, and he always enjoys the company of those who work with him. Arc staff has always worked closely with his parents to make sure he is paired with programs and people that meet his specific needs. More often than not, the results have spoken for themselves as programs have worked to Mr. Billings’ advantage.

When Mr. Billings graduated in 2006, Allegany Arc worked to transition him from school to work. His mother explained that he has always preferred his Arc services over the faster-paced school atmosphere. She feels that the agency offers her son a way to pace himself through learning processes and life.

Teamwork has worked to encourage Mr. Billings both during services and at one of the Arc’s Individualized Residential Alternative (IRA) where he lives. His parents work together to support him in whatever he does. Mr. Billing’s parents, ACHIEVE and IRA staff allow him as much independence as possible by pointing him in the right direction. Once he gets where he needs to go, he makes his way with some assistance.
For the last couple years, Mr. Billings has received assistance as a vending machine proprietor. While he still works with staff to fill his machines, he has lost interest since picking up more hours at the Wellsville Redemption Center. At the redemption center Mr. Billings is diligent even when distractions occur. Sometimes his mother will stop for a visit, during which he becomes sidetracked, but is always able to get back on the job.
Whether it’s work or play, Mr. Billings is always on the move. Allegany Arc services give him the opportunity to take trips to the ball park for one of his favorite activities; watching Nitro baseball games. He has an adventurous time at his parents’ home in the country where he enjoys tractor and four wheeler rides. His mother explained his love for the outdoors, glowingly relating the way he enjoys the light of campfires.

Mr. Billings has further developed his independence at his parents’ home by preparing his own food when he is hungry. He is also learning how to cook and bake without assistance, a skill his mother says he is developing well. Work, Arc services and home activities have kept him moving, leaving those who care for him impressed with his progress.       
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