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Doug George and Ade Dining Hall
There are those people with dreams so dear to them they are ready and willing to take challenges as they come. Doug George has set himself the challenging career goal of working in construction and heavy equipment. With this skill he looks to build his own log cabin to raise a family in someday. Everyday Mr. George gets closer to his goal.
Mr. George is currently on level four of six of his GED course and has held jobs for several years since high school. He has performed janitorial work in the Ade Dining Hall of Alfred University for the past two years vacuuming, mopping and washing dishes and tables. His ACHIEVE Employment Specialist assisted him with getting this job, and so far he is happy with the result.

Mr. George explained that ACHIEVE got him where he wanted to go, “as far as finding a good job for me,” he said. He likes his job, and he likes meeting people, one of the reasons he feels he has always got along with co-workers. Reasonable hours and a good pay heck are a large part of why he enjoys the work, and he says “the vacation pay was pretty good this year.”

Allegany Arc has provided Mr. George with many job opportunities in the past where he found his best tool for catching on to tasks was watching his co-workers. After five years at Giant Food Mart, he found jobs at Burger King and Dunkin Donuts that, in his words, “didn’t work out so well.” He got back to work when a friend helped him get connected with the Arc. His first job was janitorial work at the Hornell Department of Transportation. He continued his work with the Arc on the Babbitt work floor assembling straws and lids. By the time his Employment Specialist helped him acquire the job at Alfred University; he had the experience needed to find his way around a job.

With a line of jobs behind him, Mr. George feels he is closer to his dream job. He explained that he is a long way from the person he was in high school and has become a fast learner. Ready for anything that comes his way, he says, “I want to do construction for a living and that’s pretty challenging.” 

The challenge of life doesn’t end for Mr. George at high expectations, especially when he’s on the road with his YAMAHA V Star motorcycle. In his spare time he is involved with his church where his father is a pastor. He belongs to the Christian Motorcycle Association and he enjoys going roller skating with friends. When he can afford it, Mr. George looks to invest in the new 2008 V Star, a vehicle to take on his ride into the future.
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