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Andre Barber and McDonalds
Independence and organization have become goals for Andre Barber, as he works to raise money for his family. Mr. Barber started off in the working world as a janitor at the Bon-Ton in Olean where he swept and mopped the floors. One day, his ACHIEVE Employment Specialist acquired him an interview at the Wellsville McDonalds. “At the interview, my job coach was sitting next to me so I felt comfortable,” says Mr. Barber. “I was offered a job.”
Mr. Barber says this job pays better than his first job and his duties hold more responsibility. Sometimes they have him pass out food at the window. He has become a good cook and will often be asked to cook. Cooking came easy to him, and now he’s doing it at home. Putting together the sandwiches required a lot of getting used to Mr. Barber admits, but it wasn’t long before he had the hang of it. 

Organization has become a standard for Mr. Barber, as he inventories every morning to check if there are enough ingredients, food and supplies for the day. This prep work involves making sure he follows the 1st in 1st out rule, meaning whatever food is taken off the truck first is used first. He agrees he has learned a lot since he started his work experience and says, “If it’s interesting, I like to learn it.”

Learning has come easy to Mr. Barber who found he was comfortable training new workers from the start. Though his Employment Specialist shadowed him in the beginning, he caught on to tasks quick.
Mr. Barber feels he has taken a step in the right direction and looks forward to living on his own and someday owning his own apartment or house. To him, his work experience is one step toward success which he feels he has achieved to some level. “It’s a little bit of a step to learning everything”, he says. He currently lives with his extended family including his aunt, two brothers and grandmother who stays with them once in awhile.

While at home, Mr. Barber spends time with his family in between keeping up with his various hobbies. He enjoys playing video and computer games with most of his spare time, but he is also an avid sports fan kicking his soccer ball around and playing basketball whenever he can. Mr. Barber admitted he rarely watches sports on television, but he likes to play them. Other hobbies include building, painting and cooking. All of which reinforce his goal of being as independent as possible.
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